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Ynified intelligency]

A plan ip,set>up an agency to
oversée and coordinate the military
intelligence functions of the three
armed forces may, soon reach Presi-
dent Kennedy’s desk.-Service chiefs
are reportedly fearful’ of the plan,
arguing that it would tend toward
centralization of the services and de-
prive them of traditional functions.
. The argument for separate collec-
tion of intelligence, such as naval
intelligence by the Office of Naval
Intelligence, military intelligence by
[G-2 and air intelligence by A-2, should
Mot be raised as a bar to the creation

f a central agency. No one can argue
Eeriously that a soldier, sailor or

airman is not the best.qualified ap-}

praiser of intelligence_in the field®
of his special competence. But the
failure: to have an over-all coordina-

t5¥ of _all’ intelligence, ~ includ-y -

“ing"that from the Central Intelligenc
Agency; the State Department an
even the Federal Bureau of Investi{
gation, éxposes thié fiation to a ser-
ious gap in its-intelligence estimates.

For the collation of intelligence in
all fields, economic,. military and
political, is an essential function of
government at the highest Tevel..No
over-all estimate is possible without
a* study at the top of all factors ;
that go into a composite-view. Those |

\

Tw_ho have had experience in the field'i
have been continually amazed by the
bearing an apparently isolated ob-:
servation in the field, something that ;
may have been judged relatively
unimportant in the field, can have on .
a judgment as to enemy capabilities ;
or intentions. . . '

There is evidence, for instance, {
that our intelligence estimate of the:
iCuban situation in advance:of the:
irebel invasion was faulty. There 1s, 1
‘moveover, a vital need for centra-
lized study of all intelligence in the
field of guided missiles -and space
exploration.

No onequestions the need for a
central agency for intelligence In
time of war. Why should there be
any question about the same need
lin this time of vast world upheaval,.
just $hort of military warfare byt a
liatal_cantest. for syrvival none the
l}eSS? Do U A F
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